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September 16, 2013. The third annual North American Invasive Plant Ecology and Management Short 
Course (NAIPSC) Field Course (FC) was held June 25-27, 2013 at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln West 
Central Research & Extension Center in North Platte, NE. The participants that attended the 2013 
NAIPSC FC included land managers from several agencies, including the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US 
Forest Service, State Departments of Agriculture. Similar to previous years, participants came from far 
and wide. Another international participant attended all the way from Belgium!  
 
The 3-day course advanced participant understanding in many areas of invasive plant ecology and 
management. All participants improved their knowledge of long-term weed management in natural 
systems and many had plans to look for new ways to integrate control efforts in the near future using 
what they had learned at the NAIPSC FC. The Special Session at the 2013 NAIPSC FC was on biocontrol. 
Participants learned in the field and in the classroom about what biocontrol is, how to use it, and the 
latest research developments. Two guest instructors and one regular instructor led participants on a 
half-day introductory program on biocontrol. One of the guest instructors talked about a regional 
project he is leading for BLM in the Pacific Northwest. Much of the program is being supported by 
citizen scientists, who actively search and identify locations where biocontrol would be most successful.  
 
Similar to previous years, participants actively engaged the 12 instructors at field sites, in the classroom, 
and during the discussion sessions. All topics were addressed in these informal interactions from 
genetics to regulatory involvement in urban invasive plant control. The 2013 NAIPSC FC ended with a 
guest presentation about modeling invasive plants across the landscape and what that means for land 
managers and owners. Dr. Tom Stohlgren, USGS, gave a presentation that was one of the many 
highlights of the 2013 NAIPSC FC.  
 
The NAIPSC is a venue that was created for the exchange of information between experts in various 
fields of invasive plant ecology and management and participants from a range of backgrounds and 
experiences. Participants are able to see, hear, and talk about the latest approaches for invasive plant 
management. At the NAIPSC, participants have the opportunity to apply their knowledge through tests 
and problem sets and keeping active through the NAIPSC Online Community (OC). It is anticipated that 
through continued dialogue via the NAIPSC OC, participants will have an interactive resource, in addition 
to the materials they received at the NAIPSC FC, to help them in answering their questions related to the 
ecology and management of invasive plant species. 
 
The NAIPSC is on Facebook and Twitter. Check the NAIPSC website (http://ipscourse.unl.edu) for details. 

http://ipscourse.unl.edu/

